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The Brevard Veterans Memorial Center (BVMC) is a 
501(c)3 non-profit organization.  BVMC’s mission is to 
maintain and operate a premier facility to educate the 
public, and provide a vibrant memorial to the service 
and sacrifice of all military veterans and their families 

through a museum, memorial plaza, library, and veterans 
park.  To work in conjunction with area veterans, 

local government, and other veterans’ organizations 
to support and promote the interests and welfare of 

Brevard County veterans and their families.

The Veterans Bulletin is a monthly publication 
prepared and distributed in both print and 
electronic forms by the BVMC. It reports the 
ongoing projects by the many committees and 
departments.

Articles for submission and request for 
advertisement must be sent to the address 
listed below. The deadline is the 25th of each 
month.

Please send submissions to:
brevardvmc@gmail.com

© 2026

2VETERANS BULLETIN BVMC Monthly Publication

https://veteransmemorialcenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/BVMC-List-of-Board-2025-2026.pdf
https://veteransmemorialcenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/BVMC-Committee-Departments-2025-2026.pdf
https://veteransmemorialcenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/BVMC-Org-Chart.pdf


Dean Schaaf, LCDR, USN (Ret)

As you read this Bulletin, I am on vacation in Allen (Dallas), TX visiting our daughter, 
Ashley, and our two granddaughters, Penny and Piper. We will celebrate Penny’s 13th 
birthday on July 31.  I will rerun the next paragraph in case you missed it last month:  

I want everyone to know that I will not be running for President this year. I have been 
your president for ten years and have been involved with the BVMC in one way or 
another for 30 years. I have dedicated a great deal of time and effort to making the 
Memorial Center what it is today, but I could not have done it without all the help of 
the elected officers and our great volunteers, thank you. I am not going anywhere 
except for a few trips to visit family and to take some cruises. I will continue on the 
BOD as Past President and will always be available to find the hidden bones. 

We had a great July 4th, our great nation’s 250th birthday. Following our usual July 
4th parade on Merritt Island (I had our mascot eagle, Freedom, in the back of my 
truck, this year with an “eaglet” in his tricorn hat). We also flew the “250 flag” and had 
many walkers handing out small flags and invitations to our event following the parade 
at the amphitheater. 

The Sons of the American Revolution color guard presented the colors, all in period 
uniforms. Well done SAR! Following a dramatic introduction by our President, 
Commander Brian Purvis, Executive Officer of the Navay Ordnance Test Unit (NOTU) 
delivered the keynote speech with a memorial history of our remarkable Navy, 
Marine Corps, Washington’s Army/Militia, and the forerunner to the Coast Guard, the 
“Revenue Cutters.” CDR Purvis’ fifteen minute speech covered our military history 
from the revolutionary war to the modern day challenges in a very precise manner. His 
insightful comments should be required reading in our schools. As we say in the Navy, 
Bravo Zulu! 

CDR Purvis’ comments were followed by the President of the local chapter of the 
Sons of the American Revolution, retired US Army Colonel, Hans Hunt. Col Hunt 
covered his ancestry linking him with his ancestors during the revolutionary war 
period. Amazing!  

Speaking of the US Coast Guard, the revenue cutters mentioned earlier were a direct 
precursor to the modern USCG. Established in 1790 by Treasury Secretary Alexander 
Hamilton, the US Revenue Cutter Service later merged with the US Life-Saving 
Service in 1915 to officially form the United States Coast Guard (USCG). 

The Navy League Cape Canaveral Chapter is sponsoring a dinner celebration of 
the USCG’s 236th birthday at the Indian River Colony Club on Saturday, August 8. 
The event runs from 1730-2000 with the guest speaker being CAPT Jason Aleksak, 
Commander, Sector Jacksonville. If you are interested in attending, see Dean Schaaf 
for further information. The Coast Guard station is holding an open house on the 
station from 10:00-1400 on Tuesday August 4. The VMC will be there with our 
canopy to represent the BVMC. 

The Military Order of the Purple Heart will be having their annual recognition 
ceremony at the BVMC Museum from 1400-1600 on Sunday, August 9. There will be 
special recognition for ten Purple Heart recipients, with 8” bricks placed in the plaza. 
Quilts of Valor will also present quilts to the honorees. 

There are several events coming up this summer using the Amphitheater, so stay 
tuned to our schedule. Check out our calendar of events in this Bulletin. 

God bless the USA, especially on our 250th celebration as a nation. Bless our fallen 
heroes, MIAs, POWs, and our armed forces. 
 
Dean - Go Navy beat Army!  

President
Dean Schaaf

dschaaf@brevard.net
321-794-4371 

Vice President
Don Pearsall

djp32927@gmail.com
321-313-2444

Secretary
Kristi Blanchard

brevardvmc@gmail.com
321-453-1776 ext. 1

Treasurer
Dave Clayton

bvmctreasurer@gmail.com
321-453-1776 ext. 5

Follow us on Facebook

Check out the BVMC Website

Subscribe to BVMC YOUTUBE

BVMC
CONTACTS

President’s 
Report
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Vice 
President’s 
Report
Don Pearsall
USA(Fmr)

But first a little trivia fact: The night before December 7,1941 
the U.S Aircraft Carriers Enterprise and Lexington left Pearl to 
transfer planes to two islands. As fortune would have it they 
were not there during the attack. What was the name of those 
islands? Answer at the end.

Now a serious note. You read that Dean is leaving as our 
President. I have worked with him when I was Chairman of 
the BVC and now as his Vice President. This man taught me 
so much about the center and the enormous job of keeping 
it all coordinated and running. I am blessed to be part of a 
great EXCOM with Dave and Kristie. I will miss the good 
conversations about the people with the boats and the 
fantastic US Army. We will certainly miss him. So, Dean, I thank 
and salute you sir, you done good.. Bravo Zulu. 
There is so much going on around the house. We are in the 
process of making key changes in the way events are planned 
and executed. We have several folks from the community on 
the new committee that will only work events. They may not 
be BVMC members but have an interest in helping out on an as 
needed basis. 

I plan to meet with Mike Erdman and his Toyota dealership 
marketing people next week about their support for many of 
our upcoming events. Including the Medal of Honor fundraiser 
on October 10th. The event will include several local bands, 
arts and crafts show, custom car show, food trucks, a children’s 
pumpkin patch and other local vendors. The proceeds will go 
to the Melvin Morris Veterans’ Assistance Foundation and help 
veterans and families. 
The Port St John resident Melvin is a US Army Special Forces 
Medal of Honor Recipient that received the nation’s highest 
military honor from then President Burak Obama in 2014. 
The event promises to be one of the largest events at the new 
amphitheater.
 
Other events such as the 911 remembrance ceremony, Back 
Brevard Heroes, and Cami Illumination also fall in our support 
category and EXCOM will have an active role in supporting 
all these events. Speaking of events, We do not rent any part 
of the Veterans Memorial Park. To do so everyone needs to 
contact Parks and Recreation to use the amphitheater or green 
spaces they can be reached at 321-633-1874. Dean and I plan 
to meet with the Director of Parks and Recreation to see what 
is allowable from the BVMC prospective.

There are many new and exciting things planned for the year 
2026-2027, starting with the changing of the guard at election 
time. This is no longer a Mom and Pop business. There is so 
much to keep the BVMC running smooth and “keeping the 
lights on”. Although most days, it is a full day, full-time job, 

helping veterans and community, is very rewarding. However, 
getting people interested in being an officer is sometimes 
difficult, and this is why we have created the positions 
appointed to the Board of Directors. These are learning 
positions and they are filled by EXCOM with people who would 
eventually like to be in a management position. 

We are also being approached almost daily about new groups 
wanting to rent the hall and conduct programs. One program 
Dean and I are considering is an art class for veterans and 
possibly spouses. One possibility is asking our own Vic Rogers 
an (art school graduate) to assist. As many know Vic did all the 
design work for the library and lobby, including the background 
mural for the lobby eagle. One last things folks, if you use the 
refrigerator in the kitchen, please do not leave things there 
until it looks like part of a science project- Thanks

TRIVA ANSWER: Wake Island and Midway Island

Go Army, Beat Navy

Chaplain’s
Corner
Chaplain Chip 
Hanson 
USMC (Fmr)

DAV is a leading nonprofit that provides a lifetime of support 
for veterans of all generations and their families. Every year, 
we help millions of veterans in positive, life-changing ways by 
helping them access benefits they earned— such as health care, 
education, and disability—and connecting them to meaningful 
employment opportunities. DAV is the nation’s most 
resourceful veterans service organization, keeping the promise 
to support those who served 

In 2023, 5.7 million veterans received disability compensation 
from the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA). The average 
payment was $23,505, and the VA spent more than $150 billion 
on disability compensation and pension benefits in total. 

Living with a disability can impact your life in many ways in 
many ways. Things like dealing with chronic pain, feeling like 
you could do more for your family, or your disability making 
it harder to work can all stem from living with a disability. 
Our very reason for been here is to help aid an asst all of our 
brothers and sisters. 

We at the D A V Department of Florida have a key 
responsibility not only to our Veterans and their families also to 
educate our communities on those very needs. 

We need to have personal contact with all our legislators, 
making them aware of our presence.  And if necessary, submit 
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This month’s article is for our “Flyboys.” I had the pleasure of 
representing the BVMC at the Tico Warbird Museum, home of 
the Valiant Air Command, for the arrival of the C-2 Greyhound, 
the newest addition to the Warbird fleet. 

A large group of aviation enthusiasts gathered on the tarmac, 
braving the warm afternoon to witness the much-anticipated 
fly-in. There were plenty of photo opportunities, and no fans 
left disappointed. 

The Greyhound arrived escorted by the C-47 Tico Belle, making 
for an impressive sight as both aircraft flew together. After a 
quick flyby, both planes landed, giving everyone a close-up 
view and another chance for photos. The Greyhound will be on 
display at the museum for all to visit and enjoy.

Semper Fi

Space Coast 
Chapter 
Updates
By Jim “JC” Carleton
USMC (Ret.)

C-2 Greyhound                                                          

C-47 Tico Belle

Secretary’s 
Report
Kristi Blanchard 
USA (Fmr)

The lazy days of summer are upon us, and I hope you’re finding 
time to relax, recharge, and enjoy time with family and friends. 
I recently returned from a wonderful trip to Colorado and the 
breathtaking Rocky Mountain National Park. The beauty of 
our national parks never ceases to amaze me, and each visit 
reminds me how fortunate we are to live in a country blessed 
with such incredible natural treasures. 

On behalf of the Board of Directors, we’re looking for 3 
volunteers to be on the nominating committee. Please contact 
Dean, Don, Dave or myself if interested. Once selected, the 
nominating committee will take nominations in writing from 
September 1-25. The full list of nominees will be published in 
the October 1 Veterans Bulletin. The election will be held on 
October 14 and the swearing in on November 8. Look for more 
details in the September Veterans Bulleting. We encourage all 
members to participate in this important step in shaping the 
future of the Brevard BVMC. 

enough pressure to insure the health and safety of our Veteran 
community.  

A very important issue is to increase our membership. 
Throughout the training that the department of Florida will 
provide will be given many tools for this purpose. One of the best 
ways is to always give our clients a membership application. 

We must never forget our Mission. To be there for our Veterans 
and our Country first. 

Patrick Henry who once said, “The battle, sir, is not to the strong 
alone; it is to the vigilant, the active, the brave.”  

GOD BLESS AMERICA. 
Always Faithful 
Chip Hanson 
Chaplain  
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VMC 
Librarian 
Report
Hank Rhodes 
USN (Fmr)

The library hosted 213 visitors in June (the last month for which 
data is available). We continue to process a backlog of donated 
books, mostly but not exclusively pertaining to World War II. This 
includes several biographies and memoirs by veterans of “The Big 
One.” 

On the Veterans History Project (VHP) front, we have conducted 
one recent interview and are currently in touch with other 
prospects. 

Repairs to the Eisenhower Couch are complete. Posing for 
photographs on the couch is a popular activity for library visitors. 
We allow this, with the stipulation that the artifact be treated 
with appropriate respect. Fortunately, most visitors to the library 
willingly comply.

Book of the Month: Bucher: 
My Story by Lloyd Bucher and 
Mark Rascovich

Reviewed by Hank Rhodes

Commander Lloyd Bucher is famous- or notorious- for having 
been the captain of the spy ship USS Pueblo. Seized by the 
North Koreans in January 1968, it remains the only ship of 
the U.S. Navy in captivity anywhere in the world. After eleven 
months of incarceration and abuse, Bucher and his crew were 
released near the end of the year. Shortly after repatriation, 
the Navy held a court of inquiry that recommended Bucher 
be court-martialed for surrendering his ship. The Secretary of 
the Navy overturned this finding. The court-martial never took 
place.

In this autobiography, Bucher recounts what could be a great 
American success story: Orphan on the verge of homelessness 
gains entry to Boys Town, finds direction, eventually joins the 
Navy, accrues sufficient funds to complete college, earns a 
commission as a Navy officer and rises to command a ship. A 
few minutes under fire in the frigid waters off the east coast of 
Korea radically altered this trajectory.

The Pueblo was an 177-foot converted light cargo ship of 
WWII vintage. She had been part of the “mothball” fleet for 
12 years before being recommissioned as an “environmental 
research ship,” a cover designation for her real mission as an 
intelligence collector. She was minimally armed with .50 cal 
machine guns in exposed mounts. In fact, Bucher had been 
instructed to keep these weapons unmanned and under cover 
so as to appear unthreatening. These measures to camouflage 
the Pueblo’s true nature fooled very few people.

After discussing the outfitting, trans-Pacific deployment and 
initial operation of the Pueblo, Bucher describes his decisions 
on the day of the capture and then the brutality of the North 
Koreans during the eleven-month ordeal. He concludes with 
the board of inquiry.

Bucher’s defense of his actions rests on three points:
-He was not provided with adequate means of destroying 
classified documents and equipment, and his prior expressed 
concerns on this vulnerability were disregarded.
-He was not provided with adequate means to defend against 
a concerted attack, because such a situation was deemed 
impossible by higher authority.
-His distress messages that his ship was under attack were 
ignored.

This book challenges the reader to consider his or her 
own actions if placed in such a predicament. The result is 
uncomfortable but hopefully insightful. 

6VETERANS BULLETIN BVMC Monthly Publication



The Women Veterans Call 
Center is your guide to VA.

Call, Text, or Chat Online
855-829-6636
Weekdays: 8:00 am – 10:00 pm ET
Saturday: 8:00 am – 6:30 pm ET

GET ANSWERS TO 
YOUR QUESTIONS

UNDERSTAND WHAT YOU’VE 
EARNED AND DESERVE

GET CONNECTED  WITH 
LOCAL VA SERVICES

Kay Rathke, U.S. Army (Retired) Master Sgt. &
Women Veterans Call Center Representative

For more info or to chat online: 
womenshealth.va.gov 
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In celebration of the nation’s 250th birthday, the United States 
flag has been proudly displayed throughout the country. 
 
The United States Power Squadrons, doing business as 
America’s Boating Club, is honored to have a nationally 
recognized flag known as the Ensign, as shown below. 
 

The founder of USPS, Roger Upton, and navigator Charles 
Chapman designed the flag, which was patented in 1915 and 
adopted as the official flag of the organization. The Ensign has 
the recognized dignity of yacht ensigns and can be flown in 
place of the U.S. flag on boats captained by members of the 
organization while navigating in domestic waters. 
 
The Ensign has been displayed at many notable events over 
its long history. Before World War I, Assistant Secretary of 
the Navy Franklin D. Roosevelt visited Roger Upton’s boat and 
viewed the organization as a U.S. Navy auxiliary, with club 
boats conducting maneuvers with naval vessels. In recognition 
of the organization’s educational programs, many future naval 
officers were trained by USPS instructors during both World 
War I and World War II. 
 
An artist’s rendering of the USPS boats conducting drills with 
U.S. naval vessels prior to World War I is on display in the Hall 
of Flags at the Brevard Veterans Memorial Center (BVMC). An 
official Ensign can also be found there. 
 
More recently, the Ensign, along with the Cocoa Beach burgee, 
was aboard the Apollo 13 expedition. The Ensign is on display 
at the national headquarters in Raleigh, North Carolina, while 
the burgee can be seen on the second floor of the BVMC 
museum. 
 
While all boaters proudly display the U.S. flag from the stern 
of their boats, members of America’s Boating Club are also 
proud to fly their official Ensign, symbolizing both their love of 
country and their commitment to safe boating.

American Boating Club 
Cocoa Beach        
By Cdr. Sandy Schoonmaker

Hard to believe summer is almost over and the children 
are getting ready to go back to school!  It has been a busy 
summer in the museum with lots of families coming to visit 
our wonderful artifacts.  We recently got two military belt 
buckles, one Army and one Coast Guard that are beautiful.  
They are made by the Bergamot Brass works and are highly 
collectible vintage accessories known for their 3D sculpted 
realism, heavy weight and vibrant details. 

Founded in Delavan, Wisconsin, the Bergamot Brass Works 
was a pioneering commercial maker of modern art-cast buckles 
starting in the early 1970s.  Throughout the late 70s, 80s and 
early 90s they produced an extensive line of patriotic and 
military-themed buckles representing all major branches of the 
US Armed Forces. Bergamot’s military line typically features 
deep relief imagery, military slogans inscribed on the back.  We 
are fortunate to have the US Army one with the M60 Patton 
tank and the text celebrating “Army, its machines and men, 
steel and pride” Model K-32 and also the US Coast Guard belt 
buckle features helicopters, ships, anchors and the service 
emblem.  Come on in and check them out.  We have many 
other unique items also.  

We would love to have you visit and pick up a new hat or item 
to show your allegiance to your chosen military service or for 
some loved one.  While you are here, think about becoming 
a volunteer.  We are looking for some enthusiastic folks who 
enjoy talking to the public about their service time and getting 
to know more about the over 5000 artifacts that we have.  
Hours are 10 to 1 or 1 to 4 and we will train you.  It is a very 
fun place to volunteer and meet great people.  Hope to see you 
soon.   

Store Updates 
By Jalaine Spears
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The Brevard Veterans Memorial Center proudly recognized its 
dedicated volunteers during the July 8 General Membership 
Meeting, celebrating another remarkable year of service and 
commitment to our mission to support veterans and their 
families and educate the public. Approximately one-third of our 
volunteers were able to attend the recognition ceremony, where 
we honored individuals, whose combined efforts contributed an 
extraordinary 19,000 volunteer hours between June 1, 2025, and 
May 31, 2026. These hours represent countless acts of service, 
support, and dedication that help keep the Center operating and 
serving our community. 

The event was thoughtfully coordinated and emceed by BVMC 
Secretary Kristi Blanchard, who worked hard to make the 
occasion both meaningful and memorable. Special thanks to 
Jalaine Spears, Gift Shop Manager, who carried on the store 
tradition to donate raffle items and help fund the awards. In 
keeping with the spirit of patriotism surrounding the upcoming 
celebration of America’s 250th Anniversary, the room was 
decorated with patriotic themes that reflected our nation’s 
heritage and the values of service shared by our volunteers. 

Kristi presented an individualized certificate to those with more 
than 100 hours of service and all volunteers received a gift card 
and raffle ticket. 

All were recognized as follows:

1,000+ Hours (Gold) 
Dean Schaaf, Donn Weaver, Bill Pollock, and Don Pearsall. 

BVMC Volunteers 
Honored at July 
General Membership 
Meeting 

500–999 Hours (Gold) 
Dave Clayton, Kristi Blanchard, Richard Gore, Vic Rogers, 
Jalaine Spears, Garet McKimmie, and Ed Pingston. 

250–499 Hours (Silver) 
Rita Perini, Mike Wrazen, Jim Carleton, Roger Estep, Karen 
Croft, Hank Rhodes, Jim Pirotti, Joe Slater, Bob Finke, Don 
Marn, and Jim Greene. 

100–249 Hours (Bronze) 
Ben Slaughter, Joseph Hershey, Dennis Herring, Mary Ann 
Tucker, Connie Calub, Amanda Saul, Bill Fleming, Kay Achee, 
Helen Magner, Mike Jacksland, Norm Desmarais, Ross Amelio, 
Shaun McKinney, Julie Adamson, Ray Norman, Bill Dansbury, 
Kevin Skope, Wayne Rowe, Gina Schlegel, Greg Hendricks 
(USCG Auxiliary), Paul Julian, and Jay Longway. 
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Less Than 100 Hours 
Jill Rippon, Mick Ray, Joe Davie, Donna Longway, Wayne Fried, 
David Hooks (USCG Auxiliary), Doug Bisset, Harry Beaver, Faron 
Petteys (USCG Auxiliary), Eustace King (USCG Auxiliary), John St. 
Denis, Bill Wilkening, John Sabella (USCG Auxiliary), Rita Shapiro, 
Steven Laur (USCG Auxiliary), Anda Ray (USCG Auxiliary), Coleen 
Seitter (USCG Auxiliary), and Eleanor Fadok. 

We also took a moment to remember volunteers who are no longer 
with us but who were our friends and co-workers and whose 
thousands of hours of service remain an important part of our 
history and legacy: David Boyd, our amiable gift store manager since 
2019; Bob Caldo (USCG Auxiliary), our always smiling manager on 
duty; and Bill Ellis, the knowledgeable, ever present librarian. 

Following the volunteer recognition, a raffle was held that added 
to the fun and celebratory atmosphere and then attendees enjoyed 
refreshments and comradery, which included our many partners 
who stayed for the ceremony. 

To every volunteer—whether you contributed a few hours or more 
than a thousand—thank you for your dedication, generosity, and 
service. Your efforts make a lasting difference and help ensure that 
the Brevard Veterans Memorial Center remains a welcoming place 
for veterans, their families, and the community we serve.

 

 
 

CAPE CANAVERAL COUNCIL NLUS 
Coast Guard 236th Birthday Celebration Dinner 

Saturday, August 08, 2026 
Indian River Colony Club 

1936 Freedom Drive, Melbourne, FL 32940 
5:30 PM – 6:00 PM Check-In / Social 
6:00 PM – 8:00 PM Event Program 

 

Guest Speaker 
CAPT Jason Aleksak, USCG 

Commander, Sector Jacksonville 
 

Plated Menu Options 
Beef Tips / Hawaiian Chicken / Pasta Primavera 

Meals include: Salad, Roasted Potatoes, Green Beans and Cake 
Non-Alcoholic Beverages (Coffee, Tea, Water) 

Cash Bar 
 

Civilian Dress: Business 
Military Dress: Tropical Blue (TBSS w/garrison cover) / Service Equivalent 

 
Non-Members: $60 per person / Members: $55 per person 

Officers / Auxiliary and their guests: $50 per person 
CPOs / E6: $30 per person 

E5 and junior / Students: No Charge 
Enlisted guests: $30 per person 

 
RSVP: Email (nlccc@live.com) – Cell 757-390-7033 

Payment: Credit Card via phone, ZELLE (nlccc@live.com), Check by mail (in advance) 
Make checks payable to “Cape Canaveral Council NLUS” and mail to: 

400 S Sykes Creek Pkwy, Merritt Island, FL 32952 
Cash, Check, Credit Card (at the door) 
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Brevard VMC Vets Calendar 
August 2026 and Beyond

AUGUST

01 Aug — Kids Back to school Bash for Military and all kids. 
Parks and Rec at Mclarty Park Community Center, 790 Barton 
Blvd Rockledge. 1000-1400. Food trucks, vendors, games, full 
back packs for kids. 

04 Aug — Coast Guard Birthday and Family Day Party (1000-
1500) USCG Station Care Canaveral. Food and kids events for 
the USCG families and supporters. Thanks to AVET, MOAACC 
Good Deeds, BVMC, VFW 10131 Cape Canaveral and other 
vet orgs for support.  

07 August— NVHS Annual Lost in America, Rescuing 
American Veterans facing homelessness Dinner. 1700-2100 
Radisson, Cape Canaveral. Sold Out!! Thank you NVHS.  

09 Aug — Annual Military Order of Purple Heart Recognition 
Ceremony at the BVMC Museum (1400-1600) with special 
recognition of 10 Purple Heart Recipients. Their stories of 
courage and sacrifice will be told. Quilts of Valor are also 
presented along with recognition from several officials. 
Contact Donn Weaver for more information.  

SEPTEMBER 

11 Sep — 25th Annual Commemoration of the attacks on 
America on 9/11/2001 sponsored by Club 1013 And BVMC. 
(1700-1830) In the new Park Amphitheater. Details in August.  

12 Sep — Space Coast Honor Flight #4 of 5 2026 visits by 
veterans to see their monuments and memorials in Wash 
DC. Starts at 0400 hours at Melbourne International Airport 
Main Terminal with Welcome home set 2030 hours same 
evening. Come out and honor these veterans, some from 
the Korean War era and their Guardians that will travel with 
them. Many veteran organizations and community groups 
support this amazing program. MOAACC Good Deeds funds 
FIT ROTC Cadets and Veterans in the VA sponsored FIT Psych 
PhD program to serve as guardians throughout the year. 
Contact schf.org for more information and to sign up on the 
waiting list for both honorees and guardians.  

NOTE: Some events change in between our monthly mailing of the BVMC Calendar. Keep up to date with 
those changes using our web link:  https://veteransmemorialcenter.org/upcoming-veterans-events/

Contact BVMC for any additions or other information.

6 Sep — Special Vietnam Veterans Welcome Home Dinner 
and Celebration sponsored by the Vietnam Exhibit Project 
led by Ben Bydalek. Azon Temple, 1591 W Eau Gallie Blvd, 
Melbourne. Event starts at 1530. FREE Dinner 1630 -1730 
with other events until 2000. VVA Chapter 1096 co-sponsor. 
Contact Ben for more info. thenamwar@yahoo.com

OCTOBER

03 Oct — JROTC Raider Challenge Meet #1 at BVMC Park and 
Amphitheater. (0630- 1230) 

10 Oct — Medal of Honor BBQ , Craft Far, Specialty Car show, 
music, food trucks and more. Contact BVMC VP Don Pearsall 
for more information. (1000- 1600).  

17 Oct — Space Coast Honor Flight #5 of 5 2026 visits by 
veterans to see their monuments and memorials in Wash 
DC. Starts at 0400 hours at Melbourne International Airport 
Main Terminal with Welcome home set 2030 hours same 
evening. Come out and honor these veterans, some from 
the Korean War era and their Guardians that will travel with 
them. Many veteran organizations and community groups 
support this amazing program. MOAACC Good Deeds funds 
FIT ROTC Cadets and Veterans in the VA sponsored FIT Psych 
PhD program to serve as guardians throughout the year. 
Contact schf.org for more information and to sign up on the 
waiting list for both honorees and guardians.  

31 Oct — JROTC Raider Challenge Meets #2 at BVMC Park 
and Amphitheater. (0630-1230) 

For more events, visit our website!
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If you feel your name is missing and that you paid for Booster sponsorship this year, please 
contact the Treasurer. Thank you for your forbearance and understanding. Fill in your names and 
send to the BVMC along with your check. 

Please make your check payable to:  Brevard Veterans Memorial Center (Boosters). 

Single Name per year- $10.00 / Double Names – $20.00

Name(s) _________________________________________________________________

BECOME A BOOSTER TODAY and help defray the cost of producing our newsletter. 
Only $10.00 per name, per year.

Boosters 
Adair, Mark and Karen Croft, IMO

MSGT Edmond Adair, USAF, RET Aug, 2027 

Bateman, Skip & Ruth July, 2026

Bisset, M Doug Sept, 2026

Boyd, Bonnie IMO SP4 David Boyd, U.S. Army July, 2028

Carleton, Jim March, 2027

Clark, Garrett Nov, 2026

Clayton, David & Anne July, 2026

Fleet Reserve Branch 263 July, 2026

Florida State University College of Social 
Work, August, 2026

Herring, Dennis & Betty October, 2030

 Kanis, Jussara & Michael Nov, 2027

Longway, J.P & Donna Dec, 2028

McKinney, Shaun & Adora Sept, 2026 

Muckler, Bill, CAPT. USMC  May, 2028

Norm & Sharyn Desmarais Mar, 2027

Norman, Ray April, 2027 

Rowe, Wayne June, 2027

Schaaf, Dean & Susan July, 2026

Weaver, Donn & Jeanne Sep, 2026
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